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OTHER LOCAL NEC SOCIETIES’ EVENTS
• TUE -SEPT 6- PIONEER VALLEY
AS - TBA Usually meets 1st Tuesday of
the month at the Springfield Science
Museum, 21 Edwards St., Springfield,
MA at 7:00pm. Free parking in lot.
Public welcome.More info contact:
Dave & Linda Giza (413) 283-8680 or
email: mike@berkshiredesign.com, or
for directions go to pvas.net

• THUR - SEPT 8 Tropical Fish
Club of Burlington - Eric Bodrock
- Cory Breeding Made Easy.
Meetings usually held the 2nd Thursday of the month. Held at the VFW
Hall, 73 pearl St., Essex Junction, VT.
Free parking in the back. Contact
David Banks for info 802-372-8716 or
dbanks@together.net or www.tfcb.org

• WED - SEPT 14 New Hampshire
AS - TBA Meets 2nd Wednesday of the
month at 7pm at Somersworth High
School in room 110. Located just off of
route 9 in the town of Somersworth, NH.
For more info.
NewHampshireAquariumSociety.com

• FRI - SEPT 9 Brooklyn AS - Joe
Caparatte - Unique Corals You Can
Keep. Meets 2nd Friday of the month at
7:30pm at NY Aquarium, Bklyn, NY. More
info: BrooklynAqauriumSociety.org

• THUR - SEPT 15 - NORWALK AS
TBA Meets the 3rd Thursday of the
month at Earthplace, The Nature Discovery Center, 10 Woodside Lane, Westport, CT. Open to public. Info:
Norwalkas.org
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• FRI - SEPT 23 DANBURY
AREA AS TBA Generally meets 4th
Friday of the month at Carmel Ambulance Corps Vink Dr., Carmel, NY.
For more info: Rich Litsky (845) 2280372 or Joe Masi (845) 896-4793 or
daas@northeastcouncil.org.
or daas@northeastcouncil.org.

New earlier time

SEPTEMBER 13 @ 7:00 PM

OVAS

THE AQUATICA ANSWERS MAN

You Got Questions?
Al’s Got Answers!

Otter Valley Aquarium Society • MEMBERSHIP

YES, I would like to become a member. Here’s my check
for a one year membership. Please mail my membership
card to the address bellow.

Name___________________________Occupation_________________
Address________________________________City_________________
State____Zip______Phone______________Email__________________
Membership: Individual $20_____Family $25____Student $10_____
Make check out to; Otter Valley Aquarium Society Mail to:
OVAS, Tom Conway, 90 Center Street, Rutland, VT 05701

About The Otter Valley
Aquarium Society

T

he Otter Valley Aquarium Society is
dedicated to educating those seeking
knowledge in the breeding, raising
and conservation of exotic tropical
fish and aquatic plants in the home
aquarium. We meet the second Tuesday
of each month at the Maclure Library in
Pittsford, VT, at 7:00pm. Featuring
knowledgeable speakers, a Q & A
session, plus a tropical fish auction.
Meet friendly aquarists and learn
more about how to care for your fish.
Free refreshments.
Meetings open to the public.
For information call,
Bob Hooker @ 802 483-6739
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• Something Fishy Aquarium Sales Inc.,
219 Mohawk Ave., Scotia, NY 12302
Ph: 518.346.FISH -- 10% discount.
• The Pet Advantage, 350 Dorset St.,
S. Burlington, VT, 05403 Ph: 802 860-1714.
15% discount with your OVAS membership card.
Store hours M-F 10am-9pm Sat 10am-8pm Sun
11am-5pm.
• Whitehall Pet & Supply Inc.,
9869 State Rte 4, Whitehall, NY 12887. Ph: 518.499.1990
10% discount with your present OVAS membership card.

OTTER VALLEY A QU ARIUM SOCIET Y
24 7 MIDDLETO WN R O AD
S. L O ND O N DERRY, V T 0 515 5

MEMBERSHIP •

Presents

Al DiSpigna

Pet Shops That Give OVAS Members Discounts
• Aquatic Wildlife, 179D Deming St., Manchester, CT,
06040 Ph: 860.648.1166 aquaticwildlifecompany.com - 25% off dry goods, 30% discount off livestock.
• Benson’s Pet Center, 12 Fine Road, Clifton Park,
NY, 12065 - 10% Discount.
• Claremont Pet & Aquarium Center,
201 Washington St., Claremont, NH. Ph: 603.543.1889
10% discount on dry goods only.
• Eddie’s Aquarium Centre, 1254 Rte 9, Latham,
NY. Ph: 518.783.3474 eddiesaqua.com 10% discount.
• Lebanon Pet & Aquarium Center,
196 S. Main St., West Lebanon, NH. Ph: 603.298.8789
10% discount on dry goods.

TER VALLEY

• FISH, PLANT & DRY GOODS AUCTION •
50/50 AUCTION OR DONATION YOUR CHOICE
Directions from South: Take Rte. 7 North to Pittsford, VT. Go through
town. The Maclure library, [a red brick building] 840 Archer St., 05763
is on your left.
Directions from North: Take Rte. 7 South to Pittsford. The library is on
your right. Park in lot or street. Meetings held on ground floor. Use back
door off parking lot to enter.
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Notes & News of Fishy Events

Notes From The President

W

elcome back to another fall-winterspring season with OVAS! I hope
that you all have enjoyed a great
summer. As I write this note at 7:00 am the
temperature outside is in the mid 60’s and
there is a slow drizzle of rain. Although
none of the leaves have turned color yet we
all know where this is headed.
Your board of directors has been
meeting during the summer to take stock of
last year’s events and programs and to make
plans for the coming season. As you can see,
one of our new directions for 2011-2012 is an
expanded OVAS newsletter, with room
for more articles, news, notes, and advertisers
/supporters. If you have or know of a local
business that would benefit from staying in
touch with our members and friends (we
distribute over 100 copies of the newsletter
every month!) please have them get in touch
with me or with John Todaro, our newsletter
guru. An ad space can be had for as little as
$25 a year!
We have lined up speakers for the
fall and will be contacting you (hopefully
face-to-face at an OVAS meeting) for your

preferences for speakers or topics for the
winter and spring. There a great number
and variety available on the NEC Speakers
Program list, which I will bring to each
OVAS meeting to share. Also, as we have in
recent years, we will continue to partner
with the Burlington and Montreal groups to
bring in speakers during the year to present
to all three clubs in one week and share the
cost of bringing them to the area.
As I reported in the June newsletter,
the OVAS spring auction was a huge success
for us, both financially and with the level of
excitement generated. We had over 40 active
bidders from all over New England and most
of them also brought bags of fish, plants, etc.
to add to the mix. Everyone came away with
a treasure or two and the OVAS checking account got a huge boost to prepare us for a
full season of great speakers.
We closed out the spring season
at our June meeting with a great talk by Eric
Bodrock from the Pittsburgh PA. area. It
was perhaps the highest attendance we have
had all year at a single meeting. We had
to scour the library for more chairs to

accommodate the crowd. Eric is an expert at
breeding and raising oddball species of fish
and he and his partner, Regina Spotti, maintain over 120 tanks in their home-based
business as wholesalers of specialty species.
What a time we had! He had stories of
acquiring, maintaining, and breeding all kinds
of unusual fish, and answered questions
until fairly late into the evening. He and
Regina really know their stuff and their
excitement shows when they share their
stories and advice with others.
So be sure that the second
Tuesday of each month is on your calendars
for an OVAS meeting and lecture at the
Maclure Public Library in Pittsford from
September through to next June!
And please note the change of
our start time for meetings, beginning at
7:00 pm instead of 7:30 pm.
Thanks.
Bob Hooker
OVAS President
bjhookervt@gmail.com

MEETINGS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC PLEASE ATTEND, LEARN, ENJOY AND JOIN

2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2012
• Sept 13 Al DiSpigna - You Got
Questions Al’s Got Answers, &
Monthly Auction.
• Oct 11 Sal Silvestri -At home with
Apistos. Monthly Auction
• Nov 8 TBA Monthly Auction
• Dec 13 Holiday Party

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2012
Jan 10 TBA Monthly Auction
Feb14 TBA Monthly Auction
Mar 13 TBA Monthly Auction
Apr 10 TBA Monthly Auctio
May 8 TBA Monthly Auction
May 20 Spring Auction
Jun 12 TBA Monthly Auction
No meetings in July & August
Sept 11 TBA Monthly Auction
Oct 9 TBA Monthly Auction
Nov 13 TBA Monthly Auction
Dec 11 Holiday Party

SMOOTHER RUNNING MEETINGS
The OVAS is now the proud owner
of its very own state-of-the-art projector; a
ViewSonic Pro8200 DPL Projector. We are
making a point to have most of our board
members read the directions to learn how to
use it. So, no more confusion on which plug
goes where or how to turn it on and off.
• September 9-11 2011 MACNA Marine Aquarium
Conference of North America at the HyVee Hall in
downtown Des Moines, Iowa. MACNA is the largest
& oldest marine aquarium conference in North
America. MACNA is an exciting annual event with
speakers from every field related to reef keeping.
There will also be over 100 vendors at the conference
selling the hottest corals, displaying new cutting
edge equipment, and asking you for your ideas so
they may serve you and the hobby better.
• Several types of passes are available for MACNA
2011. To register to attend, go to MACNA.COM.
• Hotel information: • Des Moines Marriott
Downtown, 700 Grand Avenue, Des Moines, IA
50309. The MACNA group rate is $91 Per Night. To
reserve call (800) 514-4681.
• The Quality Inns & Suites, 929 3rd Street, Des
Moines, IA 50309 The MACNA group rate is $99 Per
Night. To reserve call (800) 903-0009. Mention
MACNA. There is a free shuttle to the Event Center
and the Airport.
• Sunday. September 18, 2011 New Hampshire AS
19th Fish & Dry Goods Annual Auction. Held at
the Newington Town Hall Nimble Hill Rd., Newington. NH. Auction will begin at 12 Noon. Arrive early
for viewing. If vendors would like to set a minimum
bid on any of their items, a non-refundable $1 charge
will be applied per item. Bump-ups are $2. Preregistering of lots is appreciated. Mail preregistration
sheets to Bill Janetos, PO Box 32, Rollinsford, NH
03869 by Sept 10 or email to w.janetos@janco-electronics.com. Less waiting for labels!!!! Donations accepted or sell your extra fish & equipment, 60/40
split. For more information & sheets Call Bill Janetos
(603) 749-2667 or E-mail at w.janetos@janco-electronics.com Call Norman Brandt (603) 642-5074 or E-mail
at fishBRA955@aol.com Visit NHAS’s Webpage at

www.nhaquariumsociety.com.
• September 30 - October 2, 2011 Connecticut
Betta Club International Show Held at: Earthplace - The Nature Discovery Center, 10 Woodside Lane, Westport, CT 06880 203-227-7253.
This show will be held in conjunction with The
Norwalk Aquarium Society’s All-Species Show.
HOTEL – Four Points by Sheraton 426 Main
Ave. Norwalk CT. 06851 203-849-9828 Mention
Connecticut Betta Club. Rooms are $80.00 per
night, plus tax. Reservations must be made by
9/16/11; Rate is only good for Friday arrival
thru Sunday departure. Sunday - Fish room
open for auction fish viewing 9AM. Auction begins at 10AM (Please be aware, this will be a
pay–as–you-go, CASH ONLY auction. Runners
will to hand you your fish and collect your bid.
For more details contact Show Chair: Amin
Rubirosa email malandrito@sbcglobal.net
Ph: 203-934-4483
• October 13th - 16th, 2011. The World-Wide
Guppy Conference will be in Boston, MA. The
conference is a joint effort between the IGEES
(International Guppy Education & Exhibition Society), the World Guppy Association, the Boston
Guppy Club, and the Boston Aquarium Society.
There’ll be workshops and speakers, including a
presentation by the famous Canadian guppy
breeder Philip Shaddock, author of "Theory and
Practice of Guppy Breeding" and "The Library of
Guppy Color Strains, Their History and Genetics."
The conference features a vendor room and a
dedicated block of rooms for "in-room sales."
The event will include the World Guppy Association's "15th World Guppy Championship"
and an "IGEES Guppy Innovation Contest" featuring guppies from breeders around the world.
The judging panel includes Andrew Lim of
Malaysia and Oemer Gulmez of Germany. The
event will feature the Boston Aquarium Society
Annual Auction which will be open to the public. Further details will be released when the
GuppyCon.com event website is launched. Vendor and Sponsorship inquiries contact Bill Gill,
GuppyCom2011bostonbreeder@bostonguppyclub.com
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TA N K E D

A NEW SHOW ON ANIMAL PLANET STARTED FRIDAY, AUGUST 19TH AT 9PM

F

ollow the antics of two brothers-in-law as they run
the largest aquarium manufacturing company in the
nation, Tanked dunks viewers into the high-decibel,
family-owned business of Acrylic Tank Manufacturing
(ATM). Led by business partners, best friends and
constant rivals Wayde King and Brett Raymer, this
13,000 sq ft facility, in Las Vegas, produces some of the
most outrageous, larger-than-life and one-of-a-kind tanks
for some of the most striking fish and clients around. No
job is too big, too far, or too outlandish as Wayde and
Brett travel the world to make fellow fish enthusiast’s
dreams of having their own little piece of the ocean a
reality. They've created tanks to look like pyramids,

spheres, phone booths, cars, kegs, the female anatomy
and much more. Their work is customized to fit intricate
and interesting locations including restaurants, casinos,
banks, hotels, churches, corporate offices, mansions,
museums and zoos. Working with opinionated and
outrageous family and staff, including Wayde's wife,
Heather, and Brett and Heather's father, "The General",
the show reveals the stress, success, and sometimes
dysfunction, of a family business that has been running
strong for 14 years. Tanked brings the secrets of the
underwater world to the surface with a comedic twist,
leaving viewers amazed and enthralled with each project
from conception to final reveal.

RIT FORCIER IS MOVING TO FLORIDA AND IS SELLING MOST OF HIS STOCK.
DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO GET SOME GREAT LIVEBEARING FISH.
Livebearers: Limias: vittata, adult perugia,
sp. Tiger (pedigreed), and tridens
(Pedigreed)
Limia Zonata – F1 with pedigree, whose
parents I brought back from Dominican
Republic in February of 2010
wild strain Xiph. variatus from La Minitzia, MX
Poecilia gilli - F1 - from Dr. Resnick's lab
(pedigreed)
Goodeids: Ilyodon - all you want! furcidens,
lennoni, xantusi and whitei (pedigreed)
Ameca splendens, Miller collection, U. of
Michigan. Chapalichthys pardalis
Chapalichthys encaustus – RARE - pedigreed
Xotaenia resolanae (it's a BULLY)

Xenotoca eiseni, the red tail Goodeid, Wessel
collection 2005, Colima Mexico (with GPS
coordinates)
Skiffia: bilineata – F1 – offspring of the
fish that I caught in 2006 in Rio Grande
de Morelia.
Skiffia sp. 'Black Beauty' hybrid – only 4-6
people I know of keep this fish, from
Langhammer
OTHERS:
Wild caught Feb 2011: Heterandria formosa.
Girardinus metalicus
LOTS of guppies. All the guppies you
could want.
One Geophagus brasiliensis, free to a good

home. Several Ancistrus tamanicki, both
brown and albino, breeding adults.
And Java fern, Java moss, and microworms.
Various tanks and equipment call for more
information.

Help me out!!
I cannot take it all to Florida!!
Rit Forcier, rit4cr@aol.com or call my cell
phone at 860-402-8830, but better after
9 PM EDT at 860-582-1801

A

About This Months Speaker

l DiSpigna has been a
member of the Brooklyn
Aquarium Society for the
past 40 years and was president
for 4 years. Al says he knows
everything about fish keeping, but
he’s not being arrogant --- he really means it, and his 40 years in
the hobby has proved it.
His passion and dedication to
conservation and ecology had
become a way of life for him. His
fish room has never housed less
than 25 tanks at a time. Al has managed commercial
aquarium shops, and has his own aquarium installation
and maintenance business. He has designed and built
aquarium systems for commercial as well as scientific
laboratories within the U.S.
Al has taught classes for members and the
general public run by the BAS, and classes for teachers
on how to maintain aquaria. He has also taught classes

T

to marine biologist and college professors at the Museum of Natural History in New York City on setting
up, maintaining and keeping marine fish alive.
He’s been featured on Japanese television
speaking on sunfish. Also, Al and his daughter Olympia,
who has a bachelor’s degree in Marine Biology from
Stetson University, were both featured on Dish
Networks’ Collective Intelligence in a program titled;
20 Tips for Collecting Tropical Fish, which aired here in the U.S.
Al has also been certified by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Department in their endangered species
program, to keep endangered species.
Maybe he does know everything about
keeping fish? You’ll get a chance to find out on at the
September 13th meeting when he’s our guest speaker.
Al will answer your question about fish keeping.
So plan to attend this first meeting of the
season and test him!
Lets see if he really does knows everything
about fish keeping!
See you there.
John Todaro

OVAS T-shirts & Polo Shirts

-shirts & polo shirts in light blue with the OVAS
logo on the front of the T-shirts, and on the upper
left side of the polo shirts are still avaliable.
The sizes left -- T-shirts: 3 medium, 4 large, 4 X-large,
4 2X-large. T-shirts are $14, 3XL are $2 more.
Polo shirts: 3large,4 X-large, 42X-large13X-large. Polo shirts are
$16 3XL are $2 more.
• Call Bob Hooker at 802 483-6739. He’ll bring the shirts you
order to the next meeting.
Make check to: Otter Valley Aquarium Society.

FOR

ALL YOUR
ANTIQUE NEEDS...

THE OVAS IS WORKING ON A WEB SITE

L

ee and Brian Scott’s daughter, Hannah is in the
midst of setting up a Web site for us.
The address is http://ovasociety.bravehost.com
Parts of it are up and running. Let us know if you
have ideas about what should be on the site..
Contact Lee Scott at LeeNBrianScott@Yahoo.com.

WHITEHALL
PET & SUPPLY INC.
9869 State Rte 4 Whitehall, NY 12887

Tropical Fish,
Birds & Dog Grooming.
Full line of pet supplies and
dog and cat food.

Ph: 802 . 362 . 5447
609 Depot St., P.O. Box 1957
Manchester Center, VT 05255
www.PetsEtcVt.com

Conway’s
Antiques
&
Decor
90 Center Street Rutland VT.

802 775-5153

Tropical Fish &
Aquarium Supplies
BIRDS, SMALL ANIMALS, & PET SUPPLIES
SPECIAL ORDERS
WELCOMED
10% discount for OVAS members
with current membership card

The Pet
Advantage

350 Dorset St.,
S. Burlington, VT 05403

One of the largest selections
of freshwater and marine fish
in Vermont and a full line of
dry goods for
all you aquarium needs.
with your current
15% discount
OVAS membership card

518-499-1990

802-860-1714

Carol & Paula
Hours: Mon - Sat 10 - 6 • Sun 12 - 5

Hr: M-F 10am - 8pm •
Sat 10am - 8pm • Sun 11am - 5pm
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Izzy Zwerin BAS
Reprinted from the BAS Journal Aquatica May/June 2007 W/permission.

Fish Profiles ~ John Todaro

Breeding
Corydoras aeneus

A Challenging Dwarf Cichlid Cave Spawner

A

h, Corys are a fish we all know and love. I keep a group of four individuals, two of each, male and female.
They are the albino form. I had not planned on breeding them, but they had other plans. My best age estimate
for these guys at the time of this article is just under two years of age. For Corys this is still young. My understanding is that properly maintained, they can make it to twenty. Even though they are young, they
appear to be about full grown, the females top two inches in total length and are quite robust looking. They are
housed in a 37 gallon planted aquarium. This tank has evolved into a discus environment since the events described in this article, but these Corys are still in there.
At the time they first spawned the tank was
tainer was equipped with an airstone and placed into a 5
maintained as a community
gallon tank heated to the
tank at about 78˚F. a GH
correct temperature. This 5
around 3˚ and a pH around
gallon tank was also
6.5. The tank mates included
equipped with a sponge
a female brown Ancistrus,
filter. About two and a half
three Vampire shrimp (Atya
days later they started to
gabonensis), 19 pencilfish (not
hatch. Two days after that,
sure exactly which species),
they had absorbed their
a Betta splendens and about a
yolk sacks and were free
dozen other Corys of assorted
swimming. I started them
species. Not exactly a typical
off at this time on a diet of
breeding setup. The tank
Liquid Fry. They happily
was well planted with a
sucked this stuff down 3-4
wide variety of species. I followed the Estimated Index
small meals a day. They grew rapidly and were soon onto
system for fertilizing my plants. Under this system it is norfrozen baby brine shrimp and crushed flakes. Small
mal practice to make a 50-75% water change every week.
pieces of the Tetramin tablets are also good because they
The Corys really liked this, and all spawns happened the
break down into small particles in the water.
following morning.
You will need to make daily water changes in
Flakes make up about a third of their meals. An- this small container. Do this with airline tubing and conother third was Tetramin tablets and O.S.I. shrimp pellets.
trol the water flow with an air valve. A trick to make this
The balance of the meals was split up among feedings of
easier is to ask your doctor for one of those plastic 10ml
frozen brine shrimp (both the algae and vitamin loaded
syringes. You do not need the needle part. These fit airones), frozen bloodworms, and live blackworms. To
line tubing perfectly, and make it real easy and sanitary
avoid any possibility of introducing pathogens, I only
(since you won’t have to put it in your mouth) to start the
use the sterilized ones packaged by Kordon. This clearly
siphon. Replace the water with water from the tank they
conditioned them well because early last summer, at
were laid in. After they had put on a little size released
about a year of age, they started to spawn.
them into the 5 gallon tank and continued to grow them out.
Early in the morning they got started, and spent
Growing them out can be a real problem too. Between the
hours laying eggs all over the tank. They were on the
two females (yes they always spawn together) there were
plants, the glass, the filter tubes, you name it. I removed
hundreds of eggs. Even with the inevitable losses it took
the eggs with a razor blade and placed them into a specia 10 gallon and three 5 gallon tanks to raise them to a size
men container. The specimen container was filled with
that they could be given away at. Now they spawn like
tank water and a very small quantity of Methylene Blue
clockwork, about every 2-3 months. A piece of cake!
(about a 1/4 drop) to prevent fungus. The specimen con-

Family: Cichlidae.
Species: Apistogramma nijsseni.
Common Name: Panda Dwarf Cichlid.
Range: South America: Peru, lower Rio Ucayali
Habitat: Small slow-flowing water courses with dark-brown clear water; bottom covered with leaves and branches.
Size: Males 3”, Females 2”.
Water Conditions: Soft acid water. pH 5.5,
hardness under 5˚ dH.
Temperature: 73˚ F - 86˚ F.
Diet: Live and flake foods.
Sexing: Adult males have a bluish sheen and a slightly chocolate tail with reddish fringe. The ventral fins are elongated. Males are larger than females. The female is yellowish and has a large greenish/black spot near the gill area
also at the start of the dorsal fin. When in breeding mood she will display a larger greenish/black spot on the side
of the body.
Breeding: House a group of 6 to 10 fish in a large tank, (30 gallon long) well planted, with breeding caves. When the
female is ready, she will occupy a cave. Males may mate with several females. After a short courtship, the female attaches her eggs to the inside of the cave and guards them. Males usually do not participate in brood care, but may
guard the territory in which the female and fry live. The eggs will hatch in approximately 48 hours. Once fry are
free swimming, feed Artemia nauplii. Fry grow rapidly and some may reach sexual maturity at 4 months.
Remarks: A peaceful, territorial dwarf cichlid that feels at home in a well planted, dimly lit aquarium with lots of
hiding places, driftwood, coconut shells, small flower pots or rock caves.
Reference:
• Complete Book of Dwarf Cichlids, Hans-Joachim Richter,
Pub. TFH, 1989
• Baensch Aquarium Atlas Vol. 2, Hans A, Baensch,
Dr, Rudiger Riehl, Pub. Hans A. Baensch, 1993

• Mergus Cichlid Atlas Vol. 1, Dr. Uwe Romer, Pub. Hans
A. Baensch, 2001/2002
• Dwarf Cichlids, Dr. Jorg Vierke, Pub. TFH, 1988

