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• TUE - OCT 4 PIONEER VALLEY
AS - TBA Usually meets 1st Tuesday
of the month at the Springfield Science
Museum, 21 Edwards St., Springfield,
MA at 7:00pm. Free parking in lot.
Public welcome.More info contact:
Dave & Linda Giza (413) 283-8680 or
email: mike@berkshiredesign.com, or
for directions go to pvas.net

• WED - OCT 12 NEW HAMPSHIRE
AS - TBAMeets 2nd Wednesday of the
month at 7pm at Somersworth High
School in room 110. Located just off of
route 9 in the town of Somersworth, NH.
For more info.
NewHampshireAquariumSociety.com

• THUR - OCT 13 TROPICAL
FISH CLUB OF BURLINGTON -
Sal Silvestri Meetings usually held
the 2nd Thursday of the month. Held
at the VFW Hall, 73 pearl St., Essex
Junction, VT. Free parking in the
back. Contact David Banks for info 802-
372-8716 or dbanks@together.net or
www.tfcb.org

• FRI - OCT 14 BROOKLYN AS - 
Fall Giant Auction Meets 2nd Friday
of the month at 7:30pm at NY Aquarium,
Bklyn, NY. More info: 
BrooklynAqauriumSociety.org 

• SAT - OCT 1 - NORWALK AS
Tropical Fish Auction & Show.
• THUR - OCT 20 TBA Meets the
3rd Thursday of the month at Earth-
place, The Nature Discovery Center, 10
Woodside Lane, Westport, CT. Open to
public. MORE info: Norwalkas.org

• FRI - OCT 28 DANBURY AREA
AS TBA Generally meets 4th Friday
of the month at Carmel Ambulance
Corps Vink Dr., Carmel, NY. For
more info: Rich Litsky (845) 228-0372
or Joe Masi (845) 896-4793 or
daas@northeastcouncil.org.
or daas@northeastcouncil.org. 

OTHER LOCAL NEC SOCIETIES’ EVENTS

• Aquatic Wildlife, 179D Deming St., Manchester, CT,
06040 Ph: 860.648.1166 aquaticwildlifecompany.com --
25% off dry goods, 30% discount off livestock.
• Benson’s Pet Center, 12 Fine Road, Clifton Park,
NY, 12065 - 10% Discount.
• Claremont Pet & Aquarium Center,
201 Washington St., Claremont, NH. Ph: 603.543.1889
10% discount on dry goods only.
• Eddie’s Aquarium Centre, 1254 Rte 9, Latham,
NY. Ph: 518.783.3474 eddiesaqua.com 10% discount.
• Lebanon Pet & Aquarium Center,
196 S. Main St., West Lebanon, NH. Ph: 603.298.8789
10% discount on dry goods only.

• Something Fishy Aquarium Sales Inc.,
219 Mohawk Ave., Scotia, NY 12302
Ph: 518.346.FISH -- 10% discount.
• The Pet Advantage, 350 Dorset St.,
S. Burlington, VT, 05403 Ph: 802 860-1714.
15% discount with your OVAS membership card.
Store hours M-F 10am-9pm Sat 10am-8pm Sun
11am-5pm. 
• Whitehall Pet & Supply Inc.,
9869 State Rte 4, Whitehall, NY 12887. Ph: 518.499.1990
10% discount with your present OVAS membership card.

Pet Shops That Give OVAS Members Discounts
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MEMBERSHIP • Otter Valley Aquarium Society • MEMBERSHIP

YES, I would like to become a member. Here’s my check
for a one year membership. Please mail my membership
card to the address bellow.

Name___________________________Occupation_________________

Address________________________________City_________________

State____Zip______Phone______________Email__________________

Membership: Individual $20_____Family $25____Student $10_____
Make check out to; Otter Valley Aquarium Society Mail to:

OVAS, Tom Conway, 90 Center Street, Rutland, VT 05701

The Otter Valley Aquarium Society is
dedicated to educating those seeking

knowledge in the breeding, raising
and conservation of exotic tropical
fish and aquatic plants in the home
aquarium. We meet the second Tuesday
of each month at the Maclure Library in
Pittsford, VT, at 7:00pm. Featuring
knowledgeable speakers, a Q & A 
session, plus a tropical fish auction.
Meet friendly aquarists and learn
more about how to care for your fish.
Free refreshments. 
Meetings open to the public. 
For information call, 
Bob Hooker @ 802 483-6739

About The Otter Valley
Aquarium Society
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Sal Silvestri
AT HOME

WITH
APISTO’S

MEETING STARTS AT 7PM



Notes From The President 

It was great to see everyone at the September OVAS
meeting after the summer break. Looks like we are
back in the swing of things for the fall season.

We enjoyed a recorded presentation by Ted
Coletti from a recent NEC convention lecture on the
topic of livebearers. 

It never ceases to amaze me at the number and
variety of species and sub species shown at these 
lectures. Ted covered all of the standard fishes that we
have all seen, raised, and bred at one time or another;
mollies, platys, sword tails, and certainly guppies, but
then he went on to show interesting groups of more ex-
otic fishes from around the world that are also live bear-
ers. 

And he was able to comment on their char-
acteristics and maintenance requirements 
because he has raised most of them himself. I have to
admit that whenever I see those slides of a tank full of
show-quality fan-tail guppies, with those great colors
and flashy fins, I want to run home and set up a guppy
tank again. 

The stories that we hear about other fish breeders

from around the country and around the world are also
a great treat for me. Invariably the speaker will tell of
where he or she purchased, or was given, the breeding
pair that was the start of their collection of the pictured
exotic. 

This opens a door for us into the wider world
of fish collecting and breeding that we would never
hear about otherwise. And these are always personal
stories about other times and places, about fish conven-
tions attended or personal visits to breeder’s fish rooms,
and most importantly about relationships between fish
keepers. This is the stuff that we could never be privy to
though the fish magazines or Web sites. 

This is the special nature of the intimate en-
counter that we experience only at an OVAS meeting. 

I hope that you will join us for the next event.

Bob Hooker
OVAS President
bjhookervt@gmail.com

Notes & News of Fishy Events
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2011    CALENDAR OF EVENTS    2012
MEETINGS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC PLEASE ATTEND, LEARN, ENJOY AND JOIN

SMOOTHER RUNNING MEETINGS
The OVAS is now the proud owner of

its very own state-of-the-art projector; a View-
Sonic Pro8200 DPL Projector. We made a point
to have most of our board members read the 
directions to learn how to use it. So, we hope,
no more confusion on which plug goes where or
how to turn it on and off. 

• Oct 11 Sal Silvestri -At home with
Apistos. Monthly Auction

• Nov 8 TBA Monthly Auction
• Dec 13 Holiday Party

2012
• Jan 10 TBA Monthly Auction
• Feb14 TBA Monthly Auction
• Mar 13 TBA Monthly Auction
• Apr 10 TBA Monthly Auction
• May 8 TBA Monthly Auction

• May 20 OVAS Spring Auction 
• Jun 12 TBA Monthly Auction

• No meetings in July & August

• Sept 11 TBA Monthly Auction
• Oct 9 TBA Monthly Auction
• Nov 13 TBA Monthly Auction
• Dec 11 Holiday Party

• October 13th - 16th, 2011. The World-Wide
Guppy Conference will be in Boston, MA. The
conference is a joint effort between the IGEES
(International Guppy Education & Exhibition
Society), the World Guppy Association, the Boston
Guppy Club, and the Boston Aquarium Society.
There’ll be workshops and speakers, including a
presentation by the famous Canadian guppy breeder
Philip Shaddock, author of "Theory and Practice of
Guppy Breeding" and "The Library of Guppy Color
Strains, Their History and Genetics." The conference
features a vendor room and a dedicated block of
rooms for "in-room sales." The event will include
the World Guppy Association's "15th World
Guppy Championship" and an "IGEES Guppy
Innovation Contest" featuring guppies from breeders
around the world. The judging panel includes
Andrew Lim of Malaysia and Oemer Gulmez of
Germany. The event will feature the Boston Aquarium
Society Annual Auction which will be open to the
public. Further details will be released when the
GuppyCon.com event website is launched. Vendor
and Sponsorship inquiries contact Bill Gill,
GuppyCom2011bostonbreeder@bostonguppyclub.com

• October 8 - 9, 2001 Minnesota Killie Keepers 
Association 18th Annual Show at Americas best Value
Inn 1244 Canterbury Road, Shokopee, MN 55379 
Box sales: Welcome all day on Saturday only. 100% goes
to the seller, no fees. Auction: A generous 70/30 dplit in
favor of the seller. Plants & other fish related items are
wecome. Raffle: larger hard goods raffe will be held 
during the auction on Sunday.
Hospitality: Saturday evening MKKA will host free
dinner and drink at Craig’s apartment party room.
For more information see the MKKA website
@www.mkka.net Hotel room rates is $89 per night.
Phone: 952-445-3644 Mention the MKKA Show for this rate.

• October 14 -16, 2011 The Southern New England Killi-
fish Association will be hosting the Northeast Week-
end at the Albany Ramada Plaza Hotel, 3 Watervliet Ave
Ext., Albany, NY 12206. Just off the Thruway at Exit 24.
This is an AKA affiliate key official show: 7 classes.
Saturday evening will be a complete buffet banquet.
Special Banquet Sperker: Aril Bornstein.
Also Charles Nunziata - Epiplatys & Nothos.

There will be fish rooms an an open hospitality
room with a full bar Friday & Saturday nights. Tap beer
will be free. Box sales: Saturday Morning. 
Sunday Auction will be 70/30 infavor of the vendor.  
For Albany Ramada Plaza Hotel reservations: 
per room/night $80 Call (518) 438-8431.
For more information go to http://tinyurl.com/sneka

• October 21-23, 2011 Old School Still Rules - 
North Jersey AS Aquatic Weekend at the Quality Inn,
10 Polito Ave., @ Route 17S, Lyndhurst, NJ. For
reservations call: 201-933-9800. Room rate $79 per night.
World reknowned speakers Friday & Saturday. All
species tropical fish show Saturday. Vendor Expo Friday
& Saturday fish, plant and products auction on Sunday.
Silent auction all weekend plus ask the experts booth on
Saturday. Speakers Dr. Paul Loiselle, Dave Boruchowitz,
George Fear, Tony Orso, Mo Devlin. Registration $15
per day or Early Registration $20 for weekend.
For more information: www.njas.net or at www.face-
book.comnorthjerseyaquariumsociety. Bobby Larsen
201-406-0857 or 1bobber@optonline.com

$
YOUR AD COULD BE HERE

FOR ONLY 

For Details call; Bob Hooker at
802 483-6739

A YEAR, and will help promote
your business to the many dedi-
cated hobbyists in the VT, NY,
NH area, and keep you in mind
when they shop for fish, aquarium
supplies and other small animals
and pet supplies. Lets grow the
hobby together.

25
Directions from South: Take Rte. 7 North to Pittsford, VT. Go through town. The Maclure library, [a red brick building] 840 Archer St., 05763 is on your left.
Directions from North: Take Rte. 7 South to Pittsford. The library is on your right. Park in lot or street. Meetings held on ground floor. Use back door off
parking lot to enter.
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About This Months Speaker
2

WHITEHALL
PET & SUPPLY INC.

9869 State Rte 4 Whitehall, NY 12887

5 1 8 - 4 9 9 - 1 9 9 0
Carol & Paula

Hours: Mon - Sat 10 - 6 

Tropical Fish & 
Aquarium Supplies
BIRDS, SMALL ANIMALS, & PET SUPPLIES

SPECIAL ORDERS 
WELCOMED

10% discount for OVAS members 
with current membership card

350 Dorset St., 
S. Burlington, VT 05403

discount with your current 
OVAS membership card15%

The Pet 
Advantage

802-860-1714
Hr: M-F 10am - 8pm • 

Sat 10am - 8pm • Sun 11am - 5pm 

One of the largest selections
of freshwater and marine fish
in Vermont and a full line of

dry goods for 
all you aquarium needs.

90 Center Street Rutland VT.
802 775-5153

Conway’s
Antiques 

&
Decor

FOR ALL YOUR
ANTIQUE NEEDS...

609 Depot St., P.O. Box 1957
Manchester Center, VT 05255

www.PetsEtcVt.com

Tropical Fish, 
Birds & Dog Grooming.

Full line of pet supplies and
dog and cat food.

Ph: 802.362.5447

Sal Silvestri has been an active hobbyist for
over 35 years. It all started with one goldfish
won at a carnival. This one bowl eventually

grew to a 55 gl tank which housed two 14 " Oscars.
Even though he has kept and bred a variety of fish
"Cichlids" are still his favorite. 

Sal's tanks grew along with his breeding
skills, and 35 years later he currently has twelve
running tanks, which range from 10 to seventy-five
gallons. Four tanks house several varieties of Apis-
togramma species, Two are devoted to communities
of Lake Tanganyikan / Malawi  Cichlids, another of
Sal's favorite. The remaining tanks contain a variety
of cichlids from West African to tetras, loaches and
catfish (Zebra Plecos).

Sal joined and became very active in the

Norwalk Aquarium Society in 1975, where he has
held various positions in the board and presently
serves as vice-president and program chairperson.
He traveled the show circuit extensively, his fish
winning many awards. He then went on to become
a certified NEC judge, for which he is high in
demand during the show season. Sal's notoriety has
spread far and wide, as he has generously shared
his knowledge and wisdom during many speaking
engagements throughout the Northeast. 

He has also written many articles and
honored with reprints in ACA's Buntbarche Bulletin
and society magazines across the country, Japan
and Europe. His author awards include numerous
FAAS as well as NEC recognitions.

T-shirts & polo shirts in light blue with the OVAS
logo on the front of the T-shirts, and on the upper

left side of the polo shirts are still avaliable.
The sizes left -- T-shirts: 3 medium, 4 large, 4 X-large,
4 2X-large. T-shirts are $14, 3XL are $2 more.
Polo shirts: 3 large, 4 X-large, 4 2X-large 1 3X-large. Polo shirts are
$16 3XL are $2 more. 
• Call Bob Hooker at 802 483-6739. He’ll bring the shirts you
order to the next meeting.
Make check to: Otter Valley Aquarium Society.

OVAS T-shirts & Polo Shirts 
MEMBERS EXCHANGE

To list items free, send an email to John Todaro at - jtoddybas@aol.com. Describe items you have to
sell, trade, or want. Include your name, phone number, Email address and asking price. 

Your free sale or want or trade ad 
coud be here!

All members can run free ads in
the OVAS WaterLine

Your free sale or want or trade ad 
coud be here!

All members can run free ads in
the OVAS WaterLine

Cavefish Keep Time Without the Sun

Cavefish are ancient, scaleless,
live in total darkness and lack
any pigment. Now researchers

have discovered that they have 
another unusual feature: a circadian
rhythm, or body clock, of 47 hours,
about twice the length of most ani-
mals, including humans.

Normally, an important 
factor that helps regulate circadian
clocks is sunlight. But the researchers, who reported
their findings in the journal PLoS Biology, write that
the cavefish’s clock is totally blind to light.

“They have lived for millions of years com-
pletely isolated from the day-night cycle,” said the
lead researcher, Nicholas Foulkes, a chronobiologist
at Karlsruhe Institute of Technology in Germany.

The researchers collected cavefish living

beneath the Somali desert. They 
exposed the fish, along with zebra fish,
to a day-night cycle. Only the zebra
fish responded. The photoreceptor
genes in the cavefish did not respond
to light at all. In other words, Dr.
Foulkes said, “their clocks are blind.”

The clocks are nonetheless still
functional. The researchers were able to
regulate cavefish circadian clocks by

creating a regular feeding schedule.
“They do have clocks,” Dr. Foulkes said.

“It’s just that they are not light-sensing.”
He added that the research is providing

new information about the evolution of circadian
clocks and the effect of constant darkness. “We’re
really looking at the evolution of this at the gene
level,” he said.

NYT 9/12/2011 SINDYA N. BHANOO
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FAMILY: Anabantidae
SCIENTIFIC NAME: Macropodus opercularis
COMMON NAME: Paradise Fish.
REGION: Shallow waters of eastern Asia.
SIZE: up to 4 inches. 
TEMPERATURE: Between 59˚F-75˚F.
WATER QUALITY: pH 6.0 to 8.0 and dGH 30˚
HABITS: Quarrelsome, not a good community fish.
Best kept in a species tank.
FOOD REQUIREMENTS: Omnivorous; live,
frozen & flake foods. 
SEX: Male is more colorful and has substantially
longer fins.
BREEDING: Easy to breed. Young fish and females 
can be kept together, but adult males will fight 
if kept together in a small tank.

The Paradise fish, Macropodus opercularis, is the
granddaddy of all tropical fish. First introduced
into the hobby in Paris in 1869 by Carbonnier. It

wasn’t until 1876 that it was introduced into America by
Adolphus Busch (from "this Bud's for you" fame). No
kidding!

The Paradise Fish was regarded as an aquarium
novelty back then and the breeders of long-tail Goldfish
feared the presence of this “menacing stranger” among
their highly developed but defenseless long finned beauties.
Of course, they should never have put Paradise Fish in
with their Goldfish in the first place.

Paradise fish can withstand water down to 50˚F,
but should be kept between 70˚F to 75˚F. They are not
particular about water quality. They can be very aggressive

among themselves, particularly at spawning time, so it’s
best to keep them in a species tank that’s densely planted,
with a small amount of floating plants for the male to
anchor his bubble-nest.

The species breeds like Bettas and the eggs will
hatch out in about 24 hours. After three to five days in the
nest, the fry become free-swimming and can be fed on 
infusoria, then brine shrimp nauplii. They’re easy to raise.

Breeders have developed an albino strain and a
black strain and these strains can be easily found in most
shops. The Paradise Fish is well suited to pond culture, as
it can handle moderate chilly spells.

This is a beautiful fish and worth another look for
a small desktop tank or first fish for a beginner or, as
Adolphus Busch might put it...

An Old Favorite Revisited The Paradise Fish

References:
Exotic Aquarium Fish, W. T. Innes, Innes Publishing Co. (16th Edition, 1953 
The Encyclopedia of Freshwater Tropical Fishes, Expanded Edition, H. Axelrod,T.F.H. Publications Inc, 1965
Baensch Aquarium Atlas, Dr. R. Riehl, H. A. Baensch, Baensch Publishing,1982
Bettas, Gouramis and other Anabantoids, Labyrinth Fishes of the World, Jorg Vierke, T.F.H. Publications Inc,1988
The Encyclopedia of Tropical Fish, D. Mills, Dr. G. Vevers, Crescent Books, 1982.

Fish Profiles ~ John Todaro OVAS

Breeding Dwarf Red Tail Shrimp
With the growing popularity of planted aquaria, the freshwater invertebrates are enjoying an increased demand as

well. It’s understandable since many of them are ideal for these setups. A few months back, I ran across some of
these shrimp in Animals and Things. This is a pet shop over in Woodbridge NJ, one of the few local places I can

think of which carry freshwater shrimp with any regularity. I purchased all they had and put them in my 25 gallon guppy tank. 

Izzy Zwerin BAS

They are very happy in there and have been
breeding. These shrimp belong to the genera Caridina.
There are over 120 different species of Caridina shrimp. It is
almost impossible to identify these shrimp to the species
level. The freshwater shrimp hobby is going thru much the
same identity crisis as South American catfish, many of
which are being identified by a number. Caridina shrimp are
(for now) being identified by their common names or sim-
ply as a Caridina species or something else equally inaccu-
rate. 

Identification issues
aside, this shrimp is fairly distinc-
tive. They are very small. Adults
will max out at about 3/4”, fe-
males being slightly larger than
males. Since the females carry
their eggs under their abdomen,
they are deeper bodied. Viewed
from the side, their bodies are
translucent. When viewed from above they are basically a
dark brown with a row of triangles running down their
back. These triangles are tan in color and are oriented
pointing forward (I would have named them the arrow
shrimp). The females, when carrying eggs, will become more
intensely colored. Caridina shrimp have tiny claws and are com-
pletely harmless.

Their preferred water conditions make them com-
patible with fish like Guppies. And like Guppies, they can
be delicate at first, but when fully acclimated and settled in are
quite hardy. They will do fine at room temperature. They
can tolerate temperatures up to 28˚C but in the long run
they will do best a little cooler (23˚-25˚C). The pH should
be slightly acidic; 6.5-6.8 is fine. GH is important to these
guys. Water which is too soft will not provide them with
enough minerals to properly form their shells. I keep my
GH in the range of 6˚-7˚, but do not allow it to exceed 10˚.
Many fish keepers raise their GH with Epsom salt. Epsom
salt is composed of Magnesium Sulfate. While this may be
fine for fish, I cannot endorse it for raising shrimp. The
shells of shrimp are composed primarily of calcium, so
magnesium is not really addressing their needs. I use
Seachem’s Equilibrium and or Seachem’s Live Bearer Salt
which contain a broader spectrum of minerals. 

You can keep them in a small nano tank, but a
mature planted aquarium is best. In the wild, these shrimp
congregate in dense populations, so don’t just get a few; get
as many as you can. The Caridina shrimp are true omni-
vores. They will eat virtually anything organic. Food
pellets, frozen foods like bloodworms and brine shrimp,
algae, decaying plant leaves, dead fish and even the bio-

film covering everything in your fish tank are all on the
menu. For the most part I let them eat the algae, or the occa-
sional tidbit that my Guppies might miss. Hikari produces
a specialty food called Crab Cuisine. It is developed for
crustaceans and is high in minerals. I feed them some of
this product at least once a week. 

They will reproduce on their own, requiring
nothing more than normal maintenance. The eggs are rel-
atively large for such a small animal. They will range in

number from about 20-40. The
female will attach the eggs to
her abdomen until they hatch.
These eggs can range in color
from a kind of dirty amber to a
greenish color. The term for a
female carrying eggs is “in
Berry.” The newly hatched
shrimp are very tiny, but they
are fully formed. They hatch in

28-33 days. Since the adults will not bother the hatchlings
they do not need to be removed. The hatchlings are quite
self sufficient. They will forage for food on their own, so no
special feeding regime is required. The newly hatched
shrimp will be almost impossible to find due to their small
size and a habit of hiding among the plant leaves. When
they get up to about 1/4” long they become less inhibited
and you will start to see them everywhere. They do
grow quickly when young.

I know this all sounds incredibly easy, but they do
have a couple of special requirements that you will need to
address. As any reef keeper can tell you, invertebrates are ex-
tremely sensitive to Copper. Even trace amounts can wipe
them out. 

Freshwater invertebrates have that same sensitiv-
ity. Obviously any medication that contains copper is out
of the question, but Copper can get into your system by
unanticipated means. If you have Copper water pipes in
your home, you need to let the water run for a while prior
to use because water standing in your pipes can absorb
some Copper. You should also draw cold water and bring
it up to temperature, since less Copper will dissolve in cold
water than hot. 

Another way that Copper sneaks into your sys-
tem is by food.  Some commercially prepared fish foods
will contain Copper salts and are not suitable, so read that
ingredient label. Their other special requirement is Iodine.
The shrimp need this to molt properly. Make sure you use
Iodine and not Iodide. I use Kent Marine Iodine and dose at a
rate of 1/4 teaspoon per 25 gallons with my weekly 50-75%
water change. That’s all that’s required, so have fun.


