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• FISH, PLANT & DRY GOODS AUCTION •
50/50 AUCTION OR DONATION - 

YOUR CHOICE

OTTER VALLEY

AQUARIUM SOCIETY

WWATERLINEATERLINE

•SUN - FEB 19 PIONEER VALLEY AS
ANNUAL TROPICAL FISH AUCTION
Starts 11:30am. Viewing lots 9:30am at
Chicopee Elks Hall 431 Granby Rd,
Chicopee, MA 01013. Fish, plants dry goods.
Raffles 50/50 Cash Raffle. Public welcome!
Usually meets 1st Tuesday of the month at

the Springfield Science Museum, 21 Ed-
wards St., Springfield, MA at 7:00pm. Free
parking in lot. Public welcome. More info
contact: Dave & Linda Giza (413) 283-8680
or email: mike@berkshiredesign.com, or for
directions go to pvas.net

• WED - FEB 8 NEW HAMPSHIRE AS
TBAMeets 2nd Wednesday of the month at
7pm in room 110 at Somersworth High School,
11 Memorial Drive located just off of route 9 in
Somersworth, NH. For info. NewHampshire
AquariumSociety.com. Directions go to MapQuest.

• THUR - FEB 9 TROPICAL FISH
CLUB OF BURLINGTON TBA Meetings
usually held the 2nd Thursday of the
month. Held at the VFW Hall, 73 pearl St.,
Essex Junction, VT. Free parking in the
back. Contact David Banks for info 802-372-
8716 or dbanks@together.net or www.tfcb.org

• FRI - FEB 10 BROOKLYN AS 
Peter Warny - Visits to Various City
& State Aquaria Meets 2nd Friday of the
month at 7:30pm at NY Aquarium, Bklyn, NY.
More info: BrooklynAqauriumSociety.org 

• THUR - FEB 16 NORWALK AS
TBA Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month
at Earthplace, The Nature Discovery Center,
10 Woodside Lane, Westport, CT. Open to
public. MORE info: Norwalkas.org 

• FRI - FEB 24 DANBURY AREA AS
TBA Generally meets 4th Friday of the
month at Carmel Ambulance Corps Vink
Dr., Carmel, NY. For more info: Rich Lit-
sky (845) 228-0372 or Joe Masi (845) 896-
4793 or daas@northeastcouncil.org.
or daas@northeastcouncil.org. 

• TUE -  FEB 28GREATER HARTFORD AS
TBA Meeting held 4th Tuesday at the
LUTZ Children’s Museum located in
Manchester, Connecticut. For Info &
directions visit www.ghasct.org.

SAT - FEB 4 NEW ENGLAND CICHLIDS
Ted Judy - Part 2 - Collecting in
the Cameroon in 2009. Meeting are
on the 1st Saturday of the month and start
at 6:00 pm at the Lutz Children's Museum
247 S. Main St, Manchester, CT., 06040. For
more info: necichlids.com

OTHER LOCAL NEC SOCIETIES’ EVENTS

• Aquatic Wildlife, 179D Deming St., Manchester, CT, 06040
Phi: 860.648.1166 aquaticwildlifecompany.com -- 25% off
dry goods, 30% discount off livestock.
• Benson’s Pet Center, 12 Fine Road, Clifton Park, NY,
12065 - 10% Discount. 
• Claremont Pet & Aquarium Center,
201 Washington St., Claremont, NH. Ph: 603.543.1889 10%
discount on dry goods only.
• Lebanon Pet & Aquarium Center,
196 S. Main St., West Lebanon, NH. Ph: 603.298.8789 10%
discount on dry goods only.

• Something Fishy Aquarium Sales Inc.,
219 Mohawk Ave., Scotia, NY 12302
Phi: 518.346.FISH -- 10% discount.
• The Pet Advantage, 350 Dorset St.,
S. Burlington, VT, 05403 Ph: 802 860-1714.
15% discount with your OVAS membership card.  Hours:
M-F 10am-9pm Sat 10am-8pm Sun 11am-5pm.
• Whitehall Pet & Supply Inc.,
9869 State Rte 4, Whitehall, NY 12887. Ph: 518.499.1990 10%
discount with your present OVAS membership card.

Pet Shops That Give OVAS Members Discounts
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MEMBERSHIP • Otter Valley Aquarium Society • MEMBERSHIP

YES, I would like to become a member. Here’s my check
for a one year membership. Please mail my membership
card to the address bellow.

Name___________________________Occupation_________________

Address________________________________City_________________

State____Zip______Phone______________Email__________________

Membership: Individual $20_____Family $25____Student $10_____
Make check out to; Otter Valley Aquarium Society Mail to:

OVAS, Tom Conway, 90 Center Street, Rutland, VT 05701

The Otter Valley Aquarium Society is
dedicated to educating those seeking

knowledge in the breeding, raising
and conservation of exotic tropical
fish and aquatic plants in the home
aquarium. We meet the second Tuesday
of each month at the Maclure Library in
Pittsford, VT, at 7:00pm. Featuring
knowledgeable speakers, a Q & A 
session, plus a tropical fish auction.
Meet friendly aquarists and learn
more about how to care for your fish.
Free refreshments. 
Meetings open to the public. 
For information call, 
Bob Hooker @ 802 483-6739

About The Otter Valley
Aquarium Society
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MEETINGS START @ 7PM

A DVD PRESENTATION BY
MARK SOBERMAN
An Introduction to 
Catfish Families
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Notes From The President 

Ahuge round of applause for our January host
Joan Snider. What a great opportunity to see the
behind the scenes systems and processes of her

fish room, and to experience a great presentation by our
guest speaker Martha Morris.

Joan’s fish room is one to write home about…
really. She lead several tours throughout the evening to
answer questions about her reverse osmosis filter system,
several very large standing bins of pre-heated and pre-salted
water that are set up to automatically refill her tanks
from evaporation with a set of pumps, hoses, and
float-activated switches, and then on to a 55 gallon tank
on the floor that acts as an elaborate filter for her 220
gallon discus display tank which is built into the wall of
her family room. A really fabulous set up! We also were
able to visit the salt water nursery tank and see the baby
sea horses, and her moray eel even showed off by coming
out of its coral cave in the salt water show tank and
zoomed around to make a rare center stage appearance. 

Of course the main focus of the evening was
the lecture “Discus in the Home Tank: The WOW Factor”
by Martha Morris. And I must say that it is always a
marvel to meet a fellow hobbyist who throws themselves
into it with such gusto. Martha has kept fish since she
was a kid, much like most of us in the room and in the
hobby. And although she has been keeping Discus for
only about 6 years now she has done it in spades. She
has bred and raised multiple color and pattern strains
(she is currently working on albino to albino breeding)
and her dedication to water changes when the fish are

young is practically a religious activity at her house. 
Martha began her presentation by debunking

several myths about keeping Discus. Those being the
standard phrases we all hear about these beautiful fish:
they are very hard to keep, they require soft water only,
they are finicky eaters, etc. Much to my surprise all of
these myths are untrue… if you do it right. However,
having sat through a detailed description of the tons of
water changes needed in order to raise healthy baby Discus
up to the juvenile stage I would take some exception to
the claim that they are easy to keep. In fact Martha
pointed out that she makes a distinction between 
“difficult to keep” and “time-consuming to keep.” 

All-in-all it was a very informative, entertaining,
and energetic lecture with some great photos of her fish,
some great advice, a few horror stories (we all have
some of those), and she left us with a great deal to think
about. If you have Discus or are thinking about Discus
you can get a lot of info and answers at the following
on-line forum (www.forum.simplydiscus.com), or you
can contact Martha directly at Martha_morris@hot-
mail.com. 

Read on further to see what we have planned
for the February meeting. We will be back at our regular
meeting place, the Maclure Public Library in Pittsford,
and we hope that you can join us

Bob Hooker
bjhookervt@gmail.com

Notes & News of Fishy Events in 2012
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2012 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MEETINGS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC • ATTEND, LEARN, ENJOY AND JOIN

• Feb14 DVD Presentation Mark Soberman
An Introduction to Catfish Families &
Monthly Auction
• Mar 13 TBA Monthly Auction
• Apr 10 TBA Monthly Auction
• May 8 (Tentative) Joe Ferdenzi ~ Setting up
a fishroom & Monthly Auction
• May 20 OVAS Spring Auction at the Rutland

Holiday Inn 
• Jun 12 TBA Monthly Auction

No meetings in July & August
• Sept 11 TBA Monthly Auction
• Oct 9 TBA Monthly Auction
• Nov 13 TBA Monthly Auction
• Dec 11 Holiday Party

$
YOUR AD COULD BE HERE

FOR ONLY 

Info call; Bob Hooker at 802 483-6739

A YEAR, and will help promote your
business to the many dedicated
hobbyists in the VT, NY, NH area,
and keep you in mind when they
shop for fish, aquarium supplies and
other small animals and pet sup-
plies. Lets grow the hobby together.

25
Directions from South: Take Rte. 7 North to Pittsford, VT. Go through town. The Maclure library, [a red brick building] 840 Archer St., 05763 is on your left.
Directions from North: Take Rte. 7 South to Pittsford. The library is on your right. Park in lot or street. Meetings held on ground floor. Use back door off
parking lot to enter.

Feb. 25-26, 2012 The Michiana Aquarium Society
presents Killifish Karnival 2012, 33rd Annual
Mid-winter Show & Auction. Location: Niles Inn
& Conference Center, 930 S. 11th St. (M51) Nikes
Mi. Phi: 269-684-3000. Special room rate $39.
15 CLASSES. AKA sanctioned.
SATURDAY: Judging of fish. SUNDAY: Auction.
For more information Contact Dave Hemmerlien
269-353-9585 or Bob McDonnell 574-272-5248 or 
Jim Reed 574-234-9986
March 23-25, 2012 Northeast Council of Aquarium
Societies (NEC) 37th Annual Convention. The
NEC is offering a Friday One-Day Registration.
The $48 registration includes all the Friday semi-
nars, the Friday buffet dinner, with the kickoff in-
troducing our speakers and Hans-Georg Ever’s
presentation, and entry to the Vendor/Exhibitor Room.
Hotel Reservations: Special room rate of $99.00
per night (plus tax) for March 21-25, 2012. This rate
available through March 9, 2012. To receive this rate,
call 1-888-233-9527 and refer to code N7Z

April 7 - 8, 2012 Eastern Iowa Aquarium Associa-
tion Tropical Fish Show with cash prizes. for
more information: www.finflap.com

April 29, 2012 American Livebearer Association
Gold Coast Convention 2012. At the Hilton Airport
Hotel, Ft. Lauderdale, FL. Featuring: Collecting
native & exotic fish • Aquarium plant & fish farm
tour • 21 class all livebearer show • 7 great speak-
ers • Saturday awards banquet • Huge vender

display • Hospitality room every night • Giant
fish & dry goods auction • Fish breeders sales tables
• Wine tasting benefit party • Live fish shipping
facility. For more information contact: 
American Livebearer Association, 
Web site: http://livebearers.org/
Forum: http://livebearers.org/modules/newbb/
Gold Coast Aquarium Society, (GCAS) 
Web site: http://www.geaquarium.org
Forum: http://geaquarium.org/gcasbb
ALA 2012 Convention Web site:
hhtp://www.ALA2012.com
Questions: question@ALA2012.com

May 25 - 27 The American Killifish Association
50th Annual Convention. Held in St. Louis, MO
on Memorial Day, May 25-27. Over the next sev-
eral months the 2012 Organizing Committee will
reveal its plans for the convention. We hope to see
you there! For updated information regularly visit:
http://www.akaorg.convention/2012/

July 11 - 15, 2012 American Cichlid Association 2012
Convention. Hosted by the Circle City Aquarium
Club For more information:
http://www.aca2012indy.com/

September 28-30, 2012 MACNA 

October 18 - 21, 2012 All-Aquarium Catfish 
Convention held at the Hyatt Dulles Herndon, VA
For more information: http://catfishcon.com/

Keep Those Fish Warm
For the people who transport fish and live in the colder climates, keeping

fish warm in winter can be a problem.
There is a simple low cost remedy. For between $3 to $5 you can

purchase several HotHands (trademark name) hand warmers. Located in the
sporting goods department of any store.

Just activate and place in the bottom of your styro or cooler for 10-
15 minutes before adding the bags of fish. Don't place the fish directly on the
warmers, take them out, put in the fish, cover with a towel then place the
warmers on top.

This will keep your fish warm for several hours. Also, after we got
home, I put the warmers into a zip lock bag, took out all the air, and was able
to shake and reactive them months later. 

Brian Scott OVAS
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About This Months Speaker ~ Mark Soberman 

I’m working on an article for Aquarium Fish 
International and could use your input

2

WHITEHALL
PET & SUPPLY INC.

9869 State Rte 4 Whitehall, NY 12887

5 1 8 - 4 9 9 - 1 9 9 0
Carol & Paula

Hours: Mon - Sat 10 - 6 

Tropical Fish & 
Aquarium Supplies
BIRDS, SMALL ANIMALS, & PET SUPPLIES

SPECIAL ORDERS 
WELCOMED

10% discount for OVAS members 
with current membership card

350 Dorset St., 
S. Burlington, VT 05403

discount with your current 
OVAS membership card15%

The Pet 
Advantage

802-860-1714
Hr: M-F 10am - 8pm • 

Sat 10am - 8pm • Sun 11am - 5pm 

One of the largest selections
of freshwater and marine fish
in Vermont and a full line of

dry goods for 
all you aquarium needs.

90 Center Street Rutland VT.
802 775-5153

Conway’s
Antiques 

&
Decor

FOR ALL YOUR
ANTIQUE NEEDS...

609 Depot St., P.O. Box 1957
Manchester Center, VT 05255

www.PetsEtcVt.com

Tropical Fish, 
Birds & Dog Grooming.

Full line of pet supplies and
dog and cat food.

Phi: 802.362.5447

Q. How did you get into aquariums?

A. Growing up, I had aquariums on and off with varying
degrees of success. I never tried live plants when
younger, but I did keep all of the common ornamental fish,
plus some of the shrimp, snails, crayfish, crabs, and newts
that were available. My childhood AGA 20G-high tank is
still in use today!

Q. When did you start adding live plants to
your tanks?

A. Back in 2002, my wife thought it would be a good idea
to add an aquarium to our living room. Little did she
know, that this small room accessory would turn into a
renewed obsession with aquariums. As soon as we
decided to setup an aquarium, I started researching what
other folks were doing on the Internet. For no particular
reason, other than the beautiful pictures I saw on the web,
I decided to try a few common plants (swords, ludwigia,
anacharis) from PetSmart. Additionally, a co-worker
bought me Amano’s Nature Aquarium, which introduced
me to planted tanks on a whole new level. From there, it’s
just history.

Q. What is a guitarfish?

A. I first came up with the name “guitarfish” to use as a
handle on an online forum. Unable to come up with any
“good” handles, I started to think of the things I enjoy. I
love to play my guitar, and I love my aquariums. Thus
guitar + aquarium fish = guitarfish. Little did I know, at
the time, that there is actually a family, Rhinobatidae, of

rays called guitarfish. I  apologize in advance to any
visitors to this site looking for large ocean rays, only to
find a site about freshwater weeds and attractive bait fish.

Q. You like nature, huh?

A. Growing up, I spent a lot of time running through the
woods, climbing trees, catching frogs, watching deer and
squirrels, and generally spending time outdoors. This has
given me a large appreciation for the natural world. I’d
much rather spend my vacations hiking on wilderness
trails then going through amusement parks. (I do enjoy a
good roller coaster on occasion, however.) When I visit
these nature parks, I try to photograph them, and share
them on this site. I don’t think most aquarists’ inter-
est in nature is confined to a glass box filled with water.

Q. What camera do you use?

A. Right now, I’m using the Canon Rebel XTi (400D) with
a variety of lenses. If you like or dislike one of my pho-
tos (or articles), I love to receive comments and criti-
cism.

In this months video presentation Mark will
speak about the different families of catfish he has bred,
and their characteristics. 

If you love catfish as most aquarists do, you will
not want to miss Mark Soberman’s talk.

Ihave been asked to do an article about mentoring
kids on fish keeping. I need your experiences in
what you have done to get your kids involved in the

hobby. Please contact me with your story either by email
or call. My number is 802 824-3743. My deadline is the
end of 2011. I would like to know the following: how
you introduced them to the hobby. Did you gone on
collecting trips with them? Did you get them their own
tank or get them books on fish keeping? Do you do tank
maintenance or go to fish stores together? Any input
would be welcome.

John Todaro

T-shirts & polo shirts in light blue with the
OVAS logo on the front of the T-shirts, and
on the upper left side of the polo shirts are

still avaliable. THE SIZES LEFT --
T-shirts: 3 medium, 4 large, 4 X-large,
4 2X-large. T-shirts are $14, 3XL are $2 more.
Polo shirts: 3 large, 4 X-large, 4 2X-large 1 3X-large. Polo shirts
are $16 3XL are $2 more. 
• Call Tom Conway at 802 483-6617. He’ll bring the
shirts you order to the next meeting.
Make check to: Otter Valley Aquarium Society.

OVAS T-shirts & Polo Shirts 

MEMBERS EXCHANGE
To list items free, send an email to John Todaro at -
jtoddybas@aol.com. Describe items you have to
sell, trade, or want. Include your name, phone
number, Email address and asking price. 

FOR SALE: A wrought iron stand for a 30" X 12"  
tank and a wooden stand for a 90 gallon tank. 
I would take $5 for the smaller one and $20 for the
larger one.   Contact Bob Hooker at 802-483-6739

Your free sale or want or trade ad 
coud be here!

All members can run free ads in
the OVAS WaterLine

Resultes of January OVAS Elections
• Bob Hooker ~   President 
• Joan Snider ~   First Vice President
• Tom Conway ~ Treasurer 
• Wenad Curtis ~ Secretary
• John Todaro ~   Board member 
• Brian Scott ~     Board member
• Lee Scott ~         Board member

Clifton Park
12 Fire Rd.

518-973-1007

Saratoga
3083 Route 50
518 584-7777

Colonie
197 Wolf Rd

518-495-1738

Queensbury
118 Quaker Rd
518-793-6655

A Full Line Pet Supply Store
For All of Your Furry, Feathery, and Scaly Needs.

OVAS Members Receive 10% Off Purchase!
www.bensonspet.com

Benson’s
Pet Center

This interview with Mark was downloaded from his web site Guitarfish.org (July 18, 2006)
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Fish Profiles ~ John Todaro OVASIzzy Zwerin BAS

Propagating:
Rotala Wallichii

This plant is a
highly decorative
addition which is

very demanding. The
leaves are reddish to
yellow green in color,
and the growing stem tip
will take on a stronger red
to orange color. It is South-
east Asian in origin. It is a
stem plant with a thin, soft
stem and the leaves are
needle like in shape and
oriented upward. In general the plants in the Rotala
genus can be almost impossible to grow, like R.
macandra for instance, but R. Wallichii is slightly
easier. The plant will grow rapidly if you can make
it happy. It requires soft, slightly acid water with
plenty of nutrients and very intense lighting. 

I am keeping R. Wallichii in a 15 gallon tall
aquarium. This aquarium has 96 watt Compact
Fluorescent lighting (Coralife “Aqualight” Quad
which works out to 6.4 watts per gallon) and CO2
enrichment. The pH is about 6.8, temperature is
kept at 780 and the GH runs about 4-60. A Fluval
canister filter (model #104) with the output being

directed through a
submerged spray bar is
doing my filtration. I use
the Estimated Index
system of fertilizer
dosing. This means that
once a week I perform a
large water change (50-
75%). This is usually
done on Saturday. Don’t
worry about the large
volume of water being
replaced, your fish will

love it. This large water change is necessary to reset
the system. Then on Saturday, Monday and
Wednesday I dose the macronutrients, and on 
Sunday,  Tuesday and Thursday I  dose the
micronutrients. Friday I take the day off. The lighting
is timer controlled and on for 12 hours a day. 

Under these conditions the R. Wallichii
exhibited a satisfactory growth rate. To propagate
this plant just take a cutting and insert into the
substrate. The plant is absolutely beautiful, but if
you can’t meet its lighting requirements you won’t
stand a chance.

Common Name: Rotala wallichii
Proper Name: Rotala sp. 'wallichii'
Category: Stem plants
Temperature: 72 -80˚
pH: 5.0 - 6.5
Lighting: Medium to high
Growth Rate: Medium
Size: Individual stem width - 2-5cm (1-2in)
Hardiness: Soft to moderate

Difficulty: Hard 
Origin: Asia
Position in Aquascape: Background,mid-ground
Notes: Needle Leaf Rotala (Rotala wallichii) has
fine, soft leaves that are light green with a hint of
red. The fine strands look best planted in bunches
and develop roots quickly in good conditions.
This plant needs good lighting and prefers soft,
slightly acidic water. 

Family: Characidae
Common Name: Blind Cave Fish.
Species: Astyanax fasciatus mexicanus
Range: Central America from south Texas to Panama.
Habits: Pitch-black cave waters.
Size: Up to 3.5 inches.
Lifespan: 5+ years.
Water Conditions: 6.0 to 7.8 pH
Water Hardness: Hardness to 30˚ dGH
Temperature: 66˚ to 77˚F
Diet: Omnivorous. Insects, crustaceans, worms, 
dried food. 
Determining Sex: The male is thinner than the female.

Breeding: Easy. Eggs are laid at random and hatch in
about 24 hours. The fry are free swimming in 4
or 5 days. They have eyes at this stage. They can be
fed newly hatched brine shrimp and fine dry food.
Remarks:Since this is a peaceful schooling fish
that lives in totally darkness, they have no need
for eyes. The fish uses its sense of smell and its
lateral line to “feel” its way through the water.
Blind Cave Fish make a peaceful community fish. 

A more interesting way to keep this fish is
to setup a species tank with a cave-like habitat and
a school, 6 to 12 Astyanax fasciatus mexicanus.

Life in the Dark

In my 1965 Tropical Fish Handbook/Catalog (25th edition), published by Aquarium Stock Company, the legendary
aquarium store, on Murray Street in lower Manhattan, listed the Blind Cave Fish in the rare varieties group. Here’s
how they described it:

Blind Cave Fish. This excellent scavenger has a lovely
pearl-colored body with a pink under glow. Although it
has no eyes, it swims about the aquarium with ease.

Regular size, 75¢ each. Large size, $1.49 each.”


