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THIRD ROW FROM THE BACK

O

nce again we were forced to meet in one of the
small upstairs rooms. As there was only 3 card
carrying members and 1 guest, we went ahead
and had the meeting anyway. We had a Q & A session
with Dick Kelleway. Joan Snider told us of the new
filter system she was trying out. She also told us and
showed us pictures of her 220 gal. with LED lighting
as opposed to the T5 HO lights. What a difference, it
looked just like natural sunlight. I also discussed the
trials and tribulations of raising live bearers outdoors
this year.
All in all I think it was a pretty good meeting. I
hope that Dick was impressed by what was presented
and not discouraged by lack of participation.

Please mark your calendars for our next club
meeting. We will be hosting a guest speaker Gary Lange
who specializes in Rainbow fish. He has written many
articles and some books. Gary comes to us on behalf
of a shared tour with the Burlington and Montreal
clubs.
Also don't forget Nov. 4th TFCB's auction and the
first of the Tri State Bowl Show (see more information
on page 4) which will have two classes catfish and
cichlids. So, bring a fish to show or vote for your favorite
and help support our sister club in Burlington.
Til next time.

Brian Scott

Hatching Rainbowfish Eggs

R

Gary Lange

ainbowfish eggs
are easy to hatch
and the fry aren't
too very difficult if you
know the right tricks.
Buying a mop or a vial
of eggs at an auction is
an easy way to obtain
a whole aquarium full of these amazing fish. There's nothing
more beautiful than a tank full of lacustris or boesemani rainbows.
Before you get started… If you have obtained multiple vials
of eggs. Hatch them separately and raise the fry separately.
Different species grow at different rates and the big ones will
eat the small ones! Make sure you write down the name of
the species on the tank AND in your log somewhere in case
you lose the label. There are lots of blue rainbows and yellow
rainbows so asking me to ID that yellow rainbow I brought
to your club two years ago will not get you anywhere! This is
a method for hatching small amounts of eggs in shallow trays.
You'll need a small shallow tray that holds about two to three
cups of water. If your water is soft (< ~ 70 ppm) you'll need a
little bit of crushed shell or coral to add to the hatching tray
and perhaps a pinch of aquarium salt. Do not use acriflavine
in the water. Add 1-2 cups of warm (80-82 degrees F) freshly
dechlorinated water. Don't use aged tank water as it contains
lots of bacteria and fungi, which can destroy your eggs. A higher
hatching temperature promotes fungus & lower temperatures
end up losing eggs. Carefully add the eggs to the tray, taking a
few minutes to acclimate them, especially if the temperatures

or water conditions are very different. (My water is 125 ppm
GH and 2 degrees KH). Separate them as much as possible
with an eyedropper, toothpicks or fine point tweezers if
they are clumped together. If one egg funguses, remove it
before it spreads to another. Protect the tray from strong
light. Make sure you keep it warm though, 80-82 F. You can
float the tray in the aquarium that you are going to use for
the hatched fry or place it in a warm spot in your fish room.
A freshly prepared bare 5 or 10 gallon tank makes for a good
raising tank. Just add a seasoned sponge filter and you’re set.
Change the water in the tray at least once every other day.
Large rainbowfish eggs take from 7-11 days to hatch from
when they were laid. Pseudomugils can take as long as 19-22
days. As fry hatch use an eyedropper or cup and transfer them.
Then acclimate them to the fry-raising tank. Start feeding the
fry small amounts of their first food immediately, they don’t
have much of an egg yolk sac so if you wait, they will die! I
like to use 2.5-5 gallon tanks for 12-50 fry. Be careful with the
2.5 gallon tank it is easy to lose water quality in a tank this
small. If you have a lot of fry go to the 5-gallon size or even a
10-gallon. A ten is what I most often use if I'm hatching a large mop
of eggs. It is important that the temperature of this fry-raising
tank be at least 80 degrees F, preferably 82 degrees F. Water
cooler than 78 degrees will result in a loss of most of the fry in
a few days. I have raised fry in temperatures as high as 88 degrees
F without any problems. Higher temperatures actually help
them grow faster. Add a few snails and an established sponge
filter to the fry tank. Bubble the sponge filter VERY SLOWLY!
Rainbowfish fry live at the top 1/8-inch of the water for their
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Continued on pg 4

ABOUT THIS MONTH’S MEETING

G

ary Lange has been
keeping fish since
he was 10 and has
been associated with the
organized hobby for the
last 32 years. He is a member
of the Missouri Aquarium
Society (MASI) and has
held various positions in
the club. He is a grand
master breeder in MASI,
and has won "Best Fish In
Show" on four different occasions, twice with
rainbowfish.
In the fall of 1987 he started the Rainbowfish
Study Group of North America (RSG). He got in
fish photography mainly because there weren't
many quality pictures of rainbowfish. He has had
his photos published in FAMA, TFH and AFM and
has published several articles for the Aquarium Fish
Magazine and TFH.
In 2002 he was the first to import eight new
rainbowfish into North America from the world explorer, Heiko Bleher, including the Millennium
rainbow, the Zigzag and the dwarf parva rainbowfish.
In 2003 he made his second trip to Australia and did
some more collecting while there. In 2005 he took the
rainbowfish collectors dream trip – collecting in
West Papua (formerly Irian Jaya), the western portion of New Guinea. He made another trip back in
2008, recollecting Melanotaenia praecox.
A third trip was made in 2010 and a fourth
just completed in August of 2012. He brought back
fish that have never been seen in the hobby including
Chilatherina alleni. On the third trip alone, five new
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species of rainbowfish were brought back and
wait a scientific write up. He is currently running
over 90 tanks and keeping over 65 species and
locations of rainbowfish and blue-eyes.
.

MEETINGS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

2012 -2013
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

• Nov 13 Gary Lange - Rainbowfish
Monthly Auction
• Dec 11 Bring a Dish Holiday Party
@ John Todaro’s house

Happy New Year • 1213

• Jan 8 DVD TBA Monthly Auction
• Feb 12 Discussion Meeting or Field trip to
Doug Conklin’s
• Mar 12 Speaker TBA - Monthly Auction
• Apr 9 Field trip Joan Snider’s Fishroom
Directions snider6959@gmail.com
• May 14
Annual Auctuon
• Jun DTBD* Summer Picnic @Echo Lake
• Jul DTBD* Shop Hop
• Aug DTBD* Local Collecting Trip
*Date To Be Determend

Benson’s
Pet Center
A Full Line Pet Supply Store
For All of Your Furry, Feathery, and Scaly Needs.

OVAS Members Receive 10% Off Purchase!
www.bensonspet.com

Clifton Park
12 Fire Rd.
518-973-1007

Saratoga
3083 Route 50
518 584-7777
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Colonie
197 Wolf Rd
518-495-1738

Queensbury
118 Quaker Rd
518-793-6655

LOCAL NEC SOCIETIES’ EVENTS
PIONEER VALLEY AS Meets 1st Tuesday of the
month at the Springfield Science Museum, 21 Edwards St., Springfield, MA at 7:00pm. Free parking
in lot. Public welcome. More info contact: Dave &
Linda Giza (413) 283-8680 or email: mike@berkshiredesign.com, or for directions go to pvas.net
NEW ENGLAND CICHLIDS Meets 1st Saturday of
the month and start at 6:00 pm at the Lutz Children's Museum 247 S. Main St, Manchester, CT.,
06040. For more info: necichlids.com
NEW HAMPSHIRE AS Meets 2nd Wednesday of the
month at 7pm in room 110 at Somersworth High School,
11 Memorial Drive located just off of route 9 in Somersworth, NH. For info.
NewHampshireAquariumSociety.com. Directions go to
MapQuest.
TROPICAL FISH CLUB OF BURLINGTON Meets
2nd Thursday of the month at the VFW Hall, 73
pearl St., Essex Junction, VT. Free parking in the
back. Contact David Banks for info 802-372-8716 or
dbanks@together.net or www.tfcb.org

BROOKLYN AS Meets 2nd Friday of the month at
7:30pm at NY Aquarium, Bklyn, NY.
More info: BrooklynAqauriumSociety.org
NORWALK AS Meets 3rd Thursday of the month
at Earthplace, The Nature Discovery Center, 10
Woodside Lane, Westport, CT. Open to public. More
info: Norwalkas.org
GREATER HARTFORD AS Meets 4th Tuesday at
the LUTZ Children’s Museum located in
Manchester, Connecticut. For Info &directions
visit www.ghasct.org.
DANBURY AREA AS Meets 4th Friday of the
month at Carmel Ambulance Corps Vink Dr.,
Carmel, NY. For more info: Rich Litsky (845) 2280372 or Joe Masi (845) 896-4793 or daas@northeastcouncil.org.

PET SHOPS OFFERING OVAS MEMBERS DISCOUNTS
• Aquatic Wildlife, 179D Deming St., Manchester, CT,
06040, Ph: 860.648.1166 aquaticwildlifecompany.com
-- 25% off dry goods, 30% discount off livestock.
• Benson’s Pet Center, 12 Fine Road, Clifton Park,
NY, 12065 - 10% Discount.
• Claremont Pet & Aquarium Center,
201 Washington St., Claremont, NH. Ph: 603.543.1889
10% discount on dry goods only.
• Eddie’s Aquarium Centre, 1254 Rte 9, Latham, NY.
Ph: 518.783.3474 eddiesaqua.com - 10% discount.
• Lebanon Pet & Aquarium Center,
196 S. Main St., West Lebanon, NH. Ph: 603.298.8789
10% discount on dry goods only.

• Something Fishy Aquarium Sales Inc.,
219 Mohawk Ave., Scotia, NY 12302
Ph: 518.346.FISH -- 10% discount.
• The Pet Advantage, 350 Dorset St.,
S. Burlington, VT, 05403, Ph: 802 860-1714.
15% discount with your OVAS membership card.
Hours: M-F 10am-9pm Sat 10am-8pm Sun 11am-5pm.
• Whitehall Pet & Supply Inc.,
9869 State Rte 4, Whitehall, NY 12887, Ph: 518.499.1990
10% discount with your OVAS membership card.
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first few days and they will soon drown in "the surf" that you
produce by heavy aeration. For a first food you can use green
water (say some), vinegar eels (great, but time consuming) or
use what I use. There is a fry food by Ocean Star called
APR (Artificial Plankton Rotifer) that is perfect for rainbows. Sprinkle a little on the surface; don't mix it in the water.
Feed twice a day, if possible more often. Golden Pearls, 5-50
micron size is just as good too. You can get it at Brine Shrimp
Direct & Ken’s Fish. In three to seven days they will be ready
to eat newly hatched brine shrimp. Your goal is to get them to
eat LIVE baby brine shrimp as soon as possible so they will
thrive. I also alternate other first foods with APR or feed a powder mix including Chlorella powder, (health food store) spirulina, (not as good as Chlorella though) and Astaxanthin
powder (NatuRose, BS direct), which really brings out the
reds early in red colored fish. Can't find APR. Call Wet Thumb
Aquatics (586) 725-0960. Buy the three-ounce size, it will last a
long time. Keep it in a tightly sealed container in your freezer,
just a bit in the fish room as it does go bad, same advice for
all of the mentioned powdered foods. Go easy on the feedings
but the snails should clean up the excess. If you feed too
much siphon off the bottom debris. I usually like to wait
about two weeks before I do the first water change (about
20%), which is then performed every 4-5 days. Make sure the
water your add back is the same temperature as the fry are
very temperature sensitive. Once they get about 6 weeks old
I increase the percentage of water changed to 30% week especially with a large hatch. For non-rainbows I would most
likely be performing weekly 50% water changes. If you can
remember to do smaller frequent water changes your bows
will reward you with good growth. Rainbows certainly grow
slower than most tropical fish but if you keep doing your
water changes and keep them warm they will be producing
their own eggs in 6-8 months. For hatching eggs in a mop I
do basically the same thing except I add the mop directly to
the rearing tank with fresh dechlorinated water. A slight
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amount of bubbling to avoid surface scum is all that is
needed until they are hatched, and then you can add a
sponge filter. Once the young juveniles reach about 1 to 1.25
inches in length I start backing off of the temperature, especially if I have raised them in the high eighties. Somewhere between 74 and 78 is fairly ideal for juveniles and most adults.
Many of your adult rainbows will actually do better at even
lower temperatures but most can thrive in temperatures anywhere between 70 and 80 degrees.
With just a little work up front you can have an
aquarium full of constantly moving color. There are still So many
new species of rainbowfish that haven’t even been discovered
yet! So by all means do a little practicing so you can have a
whole school of these magnificent creatures. There's always a
new one just around the corner that will tickle your fancy.
Gary Lange, 2590 Cheshire, Florissant, MO 63033
314-837-6181
Email: gwlange@sbcglobal.net
http://www.rainbowfish.info/forum/
http://www.rainbow-fish.org/forums/index.php

November 4th Burlington AS
Auction & Tri-State Bowl Show
Our annual auction is coming up very soon, Sunday Nov 4
and will be at the VFW hall in Burlington, VT. In addition to
the auction, several club in VT, NH and MA are joining
together to promote the hobby by having bowl shows at our
annual events. TFCB will have two classes in our bowl show;
catfish is one class, the other is cichlids. There will be a 1st,
2nd and 3rd cash prizes awarded for popular vote in each
class, plus we will have an NEC trained Judge also judge
the classes and award additional cash prizes. It would be
great if everyone could participate, bring at least one entry.
Rules and further info is available on our web site, or feel
free to contact me with any questions.
David Banks - dbanks@together.net

ABOUT THE OTTER VALLEY AQUARIUM SOCIETY

he Otter Valley Aquarium Society is dedicated to educating those seeking knowledge in the breeding, raising and conservation of
exotic tropical fish and aquatic plants in the home aquarium. We meet the second Tuesday of each month at the Maclure Library
in Pittsford, VT, at 7:00pm. Featuring knowledgeable speakers, a Q & A session, plus a small tropical fish and plant auction. Meet
friendly aquarists and learn more about how to care for your fish. Free refreshments.
Meetings open to the public. For information call, Bob Hooker @ 802 483-6739

MEMBERSHIP • Otter Valley Aquarium Society • MEMBERSHIP
YES, I would like to become a member. Here’s my check for a one year
membership. Please mail my membership card to the address bellow.

Name___________________________Occupation_________________
Address________________________________City_________________
State____Zip______Phone______________Email__________________
Membership: Individual $20_____Family $25____Student $10_____
Make check to; Otter Valley Aquarium Society
Mail to: OVAS, Tom Conway, 90 Center St., Rutland, VT 05701
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