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Otter Valley Aquarium Society’s May 19 Auction - See  page 6. Please post.

The March meeting started with a discussion about the club’s upcoming auction in May. Donations are coming in
and things are moving right along. 

The video featuring Spencer Jack was on the Geogymophagus of Uruguay. I think we all agreed that we would
have liked to see more pictures of the fish and less of his buddies. It would be nice to have some of his fish at our auction.

On the upside Mays’ speaker is going to be Charles Clapsaddle of Goliad Farms, a breeding operation in Texas.
Charles will be visiting all three societies in the area. So, in order to coincide with the speaker’s schedule we need to
have our meeting the first Tuesday, May. 7th, rather than the second Tuesday. 

Also, please remember that all meetings are open to the public. Our mission as a Society is to educate those
interested in the hobby of fish keeping. First timers, coming to our meeting in May will receive a FREE one
year membership in OVAS - a $20 value. See page 3 for all the benefits of membership in the 
Otter Valley Aquarium Society. Keep-n-wet. Brian Scott
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WE MEET ON MAY 7th @ 7PM IN THE LIBRARY’S TOP FLOOR MEETING ROOM It is a large private room with
comfortable chairs. Please enter the library through the front door and go up the stairs to the left. 
The Otter Valley Aquarium Society usually meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month at the Maclure Library in Pittsford, VT, at 7pm.

~ ATTENTION MAY MEETING IS ON THE FIRST TUESDAY MAY 7th ~ 

SUNDAY MAY 19, 2013TROPICAL FISH & PLANT AUCTION &PEOPLE’S CHOICE BOWL SHOW RUTLAND/KILLINGTON HOLIDAY INN

F R E E

1 year membership in OVAS 

for all new hobbyists 
attending 

the MAY 7th meeting!

Benefits o
f membership - page 3

MAY 7 @ 7pm
Charles Clapsaddle

Speaker & Columnist for TFH Magazine, owner of Goliad Farms hatchery
There will be a Power point presentation

Breeding Techniques
After the talk there will be a mini-auction of fish 

Charles will donate from his hatchery.



The New
Magazine of
Freshwater

Aquariums and
Tropical 

DiscoverySubscribe Now!
AmazonasMagazine.com

Clifton Park
12 Fire Rd.

518-973-1007

Saratoga
3083 Route 50
518 584-7777

Colonie
197 Wolf Rd

518-495-1738

Queensbury
118 Quaker Rd
518-793-6655

A Full Line Pet Supply Store
For All of Your Furry, Feathery, and Scaly Needs.

OVAS Members Receive 10% Off Purchase!
www.bensonspet.com

Benson’s
Pet Center
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Charles began his fish-
keeping career about
age 7 when he won

some goldfish at carnival.
After he successfully spawned
them he was hooked on fish
forever.

Shortly after the success
with goldfish, he turned his
attention to livebearers, the
first of which were locally

collected Gambusia affinis, mosquito fish, and
Poecilia latipinna, sailfin molly. By junior high he
had graduated to fancy guppies. His fascination
with livebearers continues today.

Although his family hatchery (www.goliad-
farms.com) breeds many other fishes, it’s the
development of new livebearer strains and the
improvement of existing strains that occupies his
best efforts.

Charles has spoken to aquarium clubs across
the country. He has a BSc in Zoology from The
University of Texas at Austin

• May 7 Charles Clappsaddle - Breeding techniques
TFH columnist & owner of Goliad Farms
mini-auction of fish 

• May 19 OVAS Annual Auction in Rutland, VT. 
More Information - page 6

• June 11   Joe Ferdenzi - History of the Hobby
• June      DTBD* Summer Picnic @Echo Lake
• Jul        DTBD* Shop Hop 
• Aug      DTBD* Local Collecting Trip or ShopHop 
• Sept 10  TBA 
• Oct 8     TBA 
• Nov 12   TBA
• Dec 10    HOLIDAY PARTY

*Date To Be Determined 

2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WE MEET AT 7pm AT THE

MACLURE  L I BRARY  I N  P I T T S F O R D , V T.
ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

TROPICAL FISH & PLANT AUCTION & PEOPLE’S CHOICE BOWL SHOW

The OVAS Spring Auction &
People’s Choice Bowl Show
will be held on Sunday May

19th. There will be perennial fish
and plant favorites among the lots
and rare and hard to find fish, plus
dry goods and tanks up for bidding.
Viewing of lots will be from 9:30 to
11:30 am. The auction starts promptly
at 12 noon.

The auction takes place at
the Rutland/Killington Holiday
Inn which is located on US Route
7 near the junction of Rte 4.
See page 6 for directions.

We accept personal checks
from bidders we know.

Once the auction starts, please
stay in your seats. Runners will walk
the items to you for your inspection.

There’ll be door prizes  and
a 50/50. Refreshments are avaliable.
Come early to view the offering and
stay to get some great buys!

Got fish to donate?

If you have fish you no
longer want, you've raised more fry
than you can handle or have fish
that have outgrown their tank, you can
donate or sell them at our auction.
Register as a vendor by May 17 and
get a 60/40 split. After that date, the
split will be 50/50. (See page 5 for
registration forum).

If you have questions call
OVAS Auction chair person -  

Lee Scott at 802-537-2713.

THIS MONTHS EVENTS



WHY ARE WE OFFERING A FREE MEMBERSHIP TO 
THE OTTER VALLEY AQUARIUM SOCIETY?

We are a dedicated group of aquarists that want to help
hobbyists succeed in fishkeeping, and formed the
OVAS to do just that. We have monthly meetings

and bring in knowledgeable speakers with power point 
presentations on fish care and breeding, plus special DVD
presentations on fishkeeping. 
We also have helpful Q & A sessions on fishkeeping. 

Among the many other benefits are: 
• Discount for members with membership card at many 

area pet shops, (see the list on page 2). 
• A lending library of tropical fish reference books avaliable 

to members. 
• We are members of the Northeast Council of Aquarium 

Societies that offer our members discounts when

attending NEC Annual Conventions. 
• We network with over 20 other aquarium societies in the

Northeast.
• We have access to many rare and hard to find fish. 
• We visit fish rooms of hobbyists members and learn their

secrets of fish care and breeding. 
• Members very often trade and share fish.
• Members always have other caring members only a phone

call or email away to help with aquatic related problems.
Read the rest of this monthly newsletter for more

information on what the OVAS offers, and what is going on
in the world of fishkeeping, then plan to attend the May
7th meeting and get a FREE 1 year membership.

If you are interested in fish...we would love to have
you as a member! We meet on the second floor of the classic
Maclure Public Library in Pittsford. 

We hope to see you there on May 7th at 7pm.

PIONEER VALLEY AS Meets 1st Tuesday of the month at
the Springfield Science Museum, 21 Edwards St., Spring-
field, MA at 7:00pm. Free parking in lot. Public welcome.
Info contact: Dave & Linda Giza (413) 283-8680 or
email: mike@berkshiredesign.com. For
directions go to PVAS.NET

NEW ENGLAND CICHLIDS Meets 1st Saturday of the
month and start at 6:00 pm at the Lutz Children's Mu-
seum 247 S. Main St, Manchester, CT., 06040. For more
info: necichlids.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE AS Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month
at 7pm in room 110 at Somersworth High School, 11 Memorial
Drive located off of route 9 in Somersworth, NH. For info.
NewHampshireAquariumSociety.com. 
Directions go to MapQuest.

TROPICAL FISH CLUB OF BURLINGTON Meets 2nd
Thursday of the month at VFW Hall, 73 Pearl St., Essex
Junction, VT. Free parking in the back. Contact David

Banks for info 802-372-8716 or dbanks@together.net or
www.tfcb.org

BROOKLYN AS Meets 2nd Friday of the month at 7:30pm at
NY Aquarium, Bklyn, NY. 
More info: BrooklynAqauriumSociety.org

NORWALK AS Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at
Earthplace, The Nature Discovery Center, 10 Woodside
Lane, Westport, CT. Open to public. More info: Nor-
walkas.org

GREATER HARTFORDAS Meets 4th Tuesday at the
LUTZ Children’s Museum located in Manchester,
Connecticut. For Info &directions visit
www.ghasct.org.

DANBURY AREA AS Meets 4th Friday of the month at
Carmel Ambulance Corps Vink Dr., Carmel, NY. For
more info: Rich Litsky (845) 228-0372 or Joe Masi (845)
896-4793 or daas@northeastcouncil.org.

LOCAL NEC SOCIETIES’ EVENTS

• Aquatic Wildlife, 179D Deming St., Manchester, CT,
06040, Ph: 860.648.1166 aquaticwildlifecompany.com
-- 25% off dry goods, 30% discount off livestock.
• Benson’s Pet Center, 12 Fine Road, Clifton Park,
NY, 12065 - 10% Discount. 
• Claremont Pet & Aquarium Center,
201 Washington St., Claremont, NH. Ph: 603.543.1889
10% discount on dry goods only.
• Eddie’s Aquarium Centre, 1254 Rte 9, Latham, NY.
Ph: 518.783.3474 eddiesaqua.com - 10% discount.

• Lebanon Pet & Aquarium Center,
196 S. Main St., West Lebanon, NH. Ph: 603.298.8789 
10% discount on dry goods only.
• Something Fishy Aquarium Sales Inc.,
219 Mohawk Ave., Scotia, NY 12302
Ph: 518.346.FISH -- 10% discount.
• The Pet Advantage, 350 Dorset St.,
S. Burlington, VT, 05403, Ph: 802 860-1714.
15% discount with your OVAS membership card.  
Hours: M-F 10am-9pm Sat 10am-8pm Sun 11am-5pm.

3

PET SHOPS OFFERING OVAS MEMBERS DISCOUNTS

FREE MEMBERSHIP OFFER - BENEFITS OF BEING A MEMBER OF OVAS!
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For more information about us visit the Otter Valley AS on line at:

www.ovasociety.com

By no means do I ever profess to be an expert
fish-keeper. Having inadvertently killed off
fish (sometimes a whole tank) at a time, I

have worn the stupid sign more often than I care to
admit. It seems that many of the fish I
lose have to do with my own reckless-
ness and haste. I forget to add in the
Chloramine remover, set the water
too cold or forget to change a tank’s
water to name a few.

I always justify it with at least
it was some cheap bag of fish I
picked up at one of the after-
meeting-auctions or something
I purchased at the NEC auction.
The kind of anonymous and
frivolous purchases I made on a
routine basis. But something
different happened and is
changing my perspective towards
fish keeping. 

A fellow fish keeper ran into
trouble with his housing and tanks. He is being
forced to remove all of his tanks and find homes
for them. He sent out a request to sell off some of
his prized possessions and find them a new home.
He had about 90 days to do this so it really is not
the kind of thing where he can take the liberty of
getting the best price off Aquabid or negotiations
at local fish stores.

So here he is with the edict to displace his
fish to new locations. He has to offer them at very
good prices and hope that there will be takers for all.
I sense on some of the tanks he was able to convince
family and friends to provide some reprieve for
now. But dismantling a fish room of many tanks is
no easy matter and I suspect was too overwhelming
for others to take them all in. Probably amounted
to a tank or two here and there. 

So on his list to me was to ask for a purchaser

of his 38 Gallon tank with Pseudotropheus saulosi
Malawi Cichlids. It was with a homemade back-
ground (that was very nice). His only request was
they go to someone who can breed them and provide

him fry in the future, if and when he
could ever get a tank for them. He

had a variety of other Cichlids,
Danios, Cynotilapia likoma "blue
and others that would coexist
together.

I had a couple of unused
and under used tanks. I already
had Danios and tanks to use for
the “others” that could coexist.
I had to look up many of the
species as I am not good at all

with the Latin names. 
So I wrote him back and told

him I would take him up on his offer.
The items never made it past my email

and I told him I would do my best to raise
them and breed them as he requested. I also

told him that if in the future, his circumstances
changed, he was welcome to all the fish back and
any of the fry they produced. So in many ways I
looked at myself as the Surrogate fish-keeper. I will
raise his fish as my own and provide for the best care
I can possibly provide. But that agreement comes
with a big responsibility. These are not just any fish
but the fish of another person. I will need to step up
my game and not allow any more recklessness in
the fish room. I need to be vigilant and committed
to the success of his fish. I need to ensure they will
prosper and they will be around when he comes
looking for them. I am hopeful he will successfully
resolve the conflict and I want to ensure he can
take up right where he left off. I will do my best to
keep the club abreast of the fish and how they are
doing in future articles.

The Surrogate Fish-Keeper
Brian Candib OVAS-TFCB



NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS: ______________________________

______________________________________ 

PHONE: _____________________________________ 

EMAIL: ______________________________________

DESCRIPTION

1._____________________________________
2._____________________________________ 
3._____________________________________ 
4._____________________________________ 
5._____________________________________ 
6._____________________________________ 
7._____________________________________ 
8._____________________________________ 
9._____________________________________
10.____________________________________
11.____________________________________
12.____________________________________
13.____________________________________
14.____________________________________
15.____________________________________

16.____________________________________
17.____________________________________
18.____________________________________
19.____________________________________
20.____________________________________

LIMIT 40 ITEMS PER PERSON FOR A 60/40 (or 50/50) SPLIT.
ADDITIONAL ITEMS MAY BE DONATED TO THE CLUB.
Otter Valley Aquarium Society 
C/O Lee Scott, 
1015 Carter Street Benson, 
Vermont 05743

Vendor will receive a 60/40 split if this form is submit-
ted by May 17, 2013 to ovasociety@yahoo.com or
mailed to the address above or fax to 802-537-2713.
After that date there will be a 50/50 split.
See page 6 for more details.

FOR CLUB USE ONLY
____________ ____________ _____________
____________ ____________ _____________
____________ ____________ _____________
____________ ____________ _____________
____________ ____________ _____________
____________ ____________ _____________
____________ ____________ _____________
____________ ____________ _____________ 
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The Otter Valley Aquarium Society is dedicated to educating those seeking knowledge in the breeding, raising and conservation of
exotic tropical fish and aquatic plants in the home aquarium. We meet the second Tuesday of each month at the Maclure Library in Pittsford, VT,

at 7:00pm. Meeting featuring knowledgeable speakers, a Q & A session, plus a small tropical fish and plant auction. Meet friendly aquarists and
learn more about how to care for your fish. Meetings open to the public. For information call, John Todaro @ 802 824-3743

MEMBERSHIP • Otter Valley Aquarium Society • MEMBERSHIP
YES, I would like to become a member. Here’s my check for a one year membership.

Please mail my membership card to the address bellow.

Name___________________________Occupation_________________

Address________________________________City_________________

State____Zip______Phone______________Email__________________

Membership: Individual $20_____Family $25____Student $10_____
Make check to; Otter Valley Aquarium Society

Mail to: OVAS, Tom Conway, 90 Center St., Rutland, VT 05701

ABOUT THE OTTER VALLEY AQUARIUM SOCIETY

OTTER VALLEY AUCTION REGISTRATION FORUM

(CHECK ONE)
60/40   DONATION

(CHECK ONE)
60/40   DONATION
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AUCTION RULES
1] Each vendor must fill out auction entry form, vendor does not

need to be a member of OVAS.
2] Limit of 4 lots per species per vendor.
3] Limit of 40 entries per vendor. 60/40 split if received by  

May 17, 2013 after the split will be 50/50.
4] Additional entries per vendor will be accepted as a donation to OVAS.
5] No minimum bids can be set unless authorized before the auction.
6] All entries must be registered by 11am.
7] Entries should be marked as to what it contains and the assigned entry number..
8] Entries for breeder program should have breeder credit forms 

submitted with Lot Registration.
9] Each bidder must fill out auction bidder form and get a number.

10] The auction is open to the public, anyone can enter lots for auction,
non-members are welcome and encouraged to participate in the auction.

11] All used equipment should be clean and in good working order.
12] All fish must be doubled bagged, fish not bagged properly

will be rebagged at a charge of $2 per bag.

For more information contact Lee Scott at 
(802) 537-2713 or Leenbrianscott@yahoo.com

or www.ovasociety.com

The Rutland/Killington Holiday Inn is located on US Route 7 near the junction of Rte 4.
IMPORTANT DRIVING INFORMATION: The GPS systems will not recognize their physical address. 

We highly recommend you use 1 Holiday Drive, Rutland, VT 05701.
MAKE IT A WEEKEND GET AWAY. ENJOY BEAUTIFUL VERMONT THEN ATTEND THE AUCTION ON SUNDAY.

Special room rates for the Auction weekend $92 per night including breakfast.
For reservations call 800 462-4810 or info@hivermont.com

AQUARIUM SOCIETY

OTTER VALLEY

OTTER VALLEY 
AQUARIUM SOCIETY

SUNDAY MAY 19, 2013
SPRING 

TROPICAL FISH &
PLANT AUCTION &
PEOPLE’S CHOICE

BOWL SHOW
1st prize $100 - 2nd $75 - 3rd $50

AT THE RUTLAND/KILLINGTON HOLIDAY INN
FEATURING

Freshwater Fish, Aquatic Plants,
Dry Goods &

Rare & Hard To Find Livestock

VIEWING LOTS 9:30AM - 11:30AM • AUCTION STARTS 12 NOON
FREE ADMISSION • REFRESHMENTS AVALIABLE

BOWL SHOW RULES
1] SHOW IS OPEN CLASS PEOPLES CHOICE ONLY.
2] Limit 2 fish per entrant.
3] Entrants may set up from 9am – 11am. All bowls will get a number.
4] Entrants must supply their own bowls, with at least one 

flat side. (a.) There will be 12 bowls available for those who need one.
5] Bare tanks only no décor. (air only)
6] Bowls will be labeled with the scientific or common name.
7] Voting from 11am until 2pm. Winners will be announced at 2:30pm.
8] Entries may also be put into the auction, if you choose to due so.
9] No Hybrids’ or Mutant fish

10] No Native fish.

PLEASE POST THIS FLYER

PEOPLE’S CHOICE
BOWL SHOW

1st prize $100 - 2nd $75 - 3rd $50


